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Nebraska Public Power a viable option. I hope most of you had a
chance to read an article in Sunday's Omaha paper talking about
t he ne w p e r s o n t he y ' r e b r i n g i ng i n t o ma n a g e i t . Ma y be we ' l l
pass this a nd we ' ll find out NPPD would choose not to go this
r oute , b ut we d o n ' t k n ow t h a t . I t l oo k s l i k e a go o d o p t i o n . I t
seems like the prudent thing to do here would be to move i t to
Selec t Fi l e , g e t so me d i r e c t i on f r om NPPD a nd s e e wh a t wo u l d
h appen f r o m t h at p o i n t on . So wi t h t h a t , I g i v e my t i me b a ck t o
t he Ch a i r .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator Schrock. The Chair
would recognize Senator Beutler to reopen on his amendment.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Li eutenant Governor, m embers of the
L egi s l a t u r e , s i n ce l a st Fr i d ay , I ' v e h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o l oo k
a t t h e b i l l a nd an op p o r t un i t y t o t a l k wi t h NPP D w i t h r e sp e c t t o
the b i l l . An d t he y ag r e e d t h a t t he r e ar e t h r e e a r e a s wh e r e t he y
will take a very close, and serious, and friendly look. Those
three areas are as follows: The bill itself says that NPPD, f or
e xample , ma y i n de m n i f y a p u b l i c o r p r i va t e e n t i t y . Wi t h r e g a r d
to the private entity, i t doesn't d i stinguish i n the b ill
b etween a n o t - f o r - p r o f i t en t i t y a nd a f o r - p r o f i t p r i v a t e e n t i t y .
And so I' ve asked them why we could not amend the bill to insert
not-for-profit private e n tity, s o that it was l' sited to a
not-for-profit That has been the expressed intent i n all o f
the materials that hav e be e n d is tributed on this particular
matte r , an d t h ey h a ve i d en t i f i e d NMC a s a n o t - f o r - p r o f i t
c orpo r a t i o n , n o t wi t h st an d i n g t he f a c t t ha t i t ' s an L LC, a n d I
t h in k t h e r e ne e d s t o b e s om e c l a r i f i ca t i o n a s t o wh a t t he l eg a l
mechanis m i s by wh i ch t h i s pa r t i c u l a r L L C wi l l o p e r a t e a s a
not-for-profit. So those are really two d if ferent q u estions,
but questions f rom my perspective t hat is probably the most
important to resolve. If what we' re doing here is turning over
t o a no t h er n o t - f o r - p r o f i t t h e op e r a t i o n o f t h i s p l an t on t h e
t heory that one who operates a number of these types o f p lan t
has an adv antage or several advantages, I don't object tc that
t hought . Howe v e r , i f we ' r e t u r n i n g i t o v e r t o a p r i v a t e e n t i t y
that is not not -for-profit, bu t is for-profit, then I think
w e' re making an admission that i s h igh l y d e s t r u c t i v e t o t h e
whole i de a o f p ub l i c p owe r an d we o ug ht n o t t o d o t h a t . I f
we' re going to turn it over to a profit corpo r a t i on t h a t wi l l
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